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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Could iberian forest resources supply timber for ships of the Age of Discovery and european expansion?
Was there timber sortage and import from the North and East of Europe?
How were the trade networks organised?
Were the technological changes in shipbuilding in the 16th to 18th a result of timber sortage or the result of exchange between
mediterranean and atlantic shipbuilding traditions?

We2
NAUTICAL ARCHAEOLOGY AND SHIPBUILDING

What - Collecting information on
construction features of 16th to 18th
century iberian shipwrecks.

How - Comparative study of information
from literature, historical archives and
archaeological evidence about
shipbuilding techniques.
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HISTORICAL WOOD SUPPLY AND DYNAMIC TRADE NETWORKS

What - Historical analyses of the
relationships between deforestation
processes and the use of resources for
shipbuilding in Iberian Empires.

How - Analysis of technologies and
literature in shipbuilding, raw material,
timber trade and merchant networks in the
First Global Age (16th-18th centuries).
Historical GIS and Databases on shipping
and timber trade

We3
WooD PROVENANCING

What - Combination of tree-ring research,
wood anatomy and geo/dendrochemistry
to develop an integrated reference dataset
to identify and provenance iberian oak
and pine.

How - Construction of long oak and pine
tree-ring chronologies from living trees,
historical buildings and archaeological
sites for different areas of Atlantic Iberia.
Assessment of local environmental and
site conditions, including geochemical
composition of soils and forest
management on tree-ring variables, wood
anatomy and wood chemistry of oak and
pine wood for high-precision
dendroprovenancing".
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