
ForSEAdiscovery ITN Meeting – UWTSD Lampeter

In Situ Timber Sampling in the Silty 
Solent … and other dirty research

Sara Rich
ER2
Maritime Archaeology Ltd
National Oceanography Centre
Southampton, UK





April 14‐18
April 27‐29
May 12





26 new samples,

but most of them look like this, … or worse.





Long live the Queen!
Oh Right, she already is long‐lived…



Streamlining the sample recording methodology

•Clean
•Measure
•Photograph
•Draw
•Describe
•File
•Store 
•Deliver



Bouldnor Cliff, 8000‐year‐old next door neighbor of the Yarmouth Roads Shipwreck



www.MesolithicWoodworking@blogspot.com -- @MesolithicWood 

Does the worked wood assemblage suggest a logboat construction site?

http://www.MesolithicWoodworking@blogspot.com/


Artifacts – Bouldnor Cliff

Structured light scanningDigital photography



Artifacts – Bouldnor Cliff

Digital photography

FARO laser scanning



Artifacts – Bouldnor Cliff

FARO laser scans 
of ‘half-moon 
profile’ series



Oak (Quercus sp.) samples for DNA 
analysis

At 8,000 years old, they look pretty good for their age, don’t you thin



The Database



Timber sampling protocols
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Readers



https://forseadiscovery.wordpress.com
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*

Writers

https://forseadiscovery.wordpress.com/
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What’s next?
In press:
•“Shiver Me Timbers! No Cedar Ships in the Medieval Mediterranean?” Royal 
Academy of Overseas Sciences of Belgium
•Book Review: Travelling Prehistoric Seas, by Alice Beck Kehoe
•Book Review: On Sea and Ocean: New Research in Phoenician Seafaring, Ralph 
Pedersen, ed.
In peer review:
•“Dendroprovenance and Double Entendres: The Athlit Ram.” Archaeology & Text
•“ ‘Ontography of an Ordinary Shipwreck: Paradox, Appellation, Provenance, 
Apparition.” Coriolus: Interdisciplinary Journal of Maritime Studies
•“To Put an Ancient Cedar Ship in a Bottle: Dendroprovenancing with Strontium 
Isotope Ratios.” Journal of Archaeological Sciences: Reports
•“Mesolithic Woodworking, Experimental Archaeology & Underwater Heritage in 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.” Mesolithic Miscellany
Abstracts accepted:
•“The Heterotopian, Holobiontic Shipwreck: Engaging Eco‐Narratives in Maritime 
Archaeology.” Roots & Legacies, Oxford (September)
•“Maritime Archaeological Timber Sampling: Methods and Results from the Silty 
Solent.” IKUWA6, Freemantle (December)



Underwater archaeology short story – with dendroprovenance ref! – to appear in 
next totally gorgeous Egaeus Press edition!
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