Intensive Training Course ITN project ForSEAdiscovery

Forest resources for Iberian Empires. Ecology and
Globalization in the age of Discovery, 16t"-18t centuries

Universiteit Wageningen, 9-11 December




Ecological Imperialism

Several disciplines add to the knowledge we already have on
European expansion from a more global perspective.

Social, economic and environmental processes.

Relevance of the biological impact of the accumulation of natural
resources and their organised exploitation throughout History.

Timber was a staple commodity for millions of people in thd 16th to
the 18th century when electricity was not yet available.

Timber was the primary fuel during the First Global Age.

The maritime and commercial expansion of the empires was fuelled
with enormous amounts of timber used in naval construction.

For centuries, millions of acres of forests were devastated to feed
the demand for timber.

Wood was totally controlled —monopolised, stored, transported and
distributed- by the social and financial élites closely related to the
imperial ruling circles.

Forestry-related and resource-preservation policies emerged also as
a result of the interest these ruling élites had in timber and its
financial and political potential. This is what is called “resource
sustainability” nowadays.



www.forseadiscovery.eu

PEOPLE, MARIE CUR
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identifier: FP7-PEOPLE-2013-ITN / GA 607545

Interdisciplinarity

e History, Nautical Archaeology: writting sources
and treaties and archaeological evidences from
localized shipwrecks

e Wood provenance, tree-rings, Dendro studies

e Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and
integrating and sharing Databases.


http://www.forseadiscovery.eu/

Dendrochronology:
bar code between
Archaeology
and History
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History of wopden and shipbuilding
o ‘-'; ~ (Magrid, 2\1\7January 015)
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Geographic Information Systems
(GIS)
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What we need
to know next?

Dendrochronology
and wood anatomy
(Wageningen, 9-11
December 2015)

Samples and
Dendro results
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Mapa de los montes en las provincias de Marina de And
Ayamonte, Sevilla, Sanlucar, Malaga, Motril, Almeria
de Joseph Antonio Espelius. (Biblioteca Nacional)
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Living trees, building, shipwrecks
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Timber in La Carraca, Cadiz. Picture by Ana Rita Trindade



Dendroarchaeology of ships: Prospect
and Practice (Lampeter, 22-27 May
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